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SUBJECT: STUDENTS AND BUTCHERS DEMONSTRATE 

SUMMARY: DURING THE PAST FIVE DAYS POLICE RESORTED TO 
FORCEFUL MEASURES, INCLUDING TEAR GAS, TO BREAK UP THREE 
DEMONSTRATIONS IN THE DOWNTOWN CAPITAL AREA. ON 
SEPT. 14 UNIVERSITY STUDENTS ATTEMPTED TO HOLD PROHIBITED 
INDEPENDENCE DAY MARCH. ON SEPT. 17 AND 18 BUTCHERS AND 
BEEF DISTRIBUTORS DEMONSTRATED AGAINST HIGH COST AND 
ALLEGED POOR QUALITY OF BEEF. MOST BUTCHER SHOPS IN 
CAPITAL ON STRIKE SINCE SATURDAY, DEMANDING HALT TO BEEF 
EXPORTS. BUTCHERS STRIKE FOLLOWS SIMILAR ANTI-INFLATION 
PROTESTS BY BAKERS, COBBLERS AND OTHERS. DEMONSTRATIONS 
HAVE NOT THREATENED THE GOVERNMENT BUT GOG 
LEADERS HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT INFLATION MAY 
BECOME THE PRINCIPAL ELECTION ISSUE. END SUMMARY. 

1. FOLLOWING AN INDEPENDENCE DAY RALLY ON THE EVENING 
OF SEPT. 14, A GROUP OF UNIVERSITY STUDENTS ATTEMPTED 
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TO MARCH THROUGH THE DOWNTOWN AREA TOWARD THE PRESIDENTIAL 
PALACE, IN DEFIANCE OF GOG REJECTION OF UNIVERSITY 
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STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION'S (AEU) REQUEST TO HOLD A "LIBERTY 
MARCH" TO EXPRESS IDEAS CONCERNING "THE INDEPENDENCE OF 
GUATEMALA". THE PRESS REPORTED THAT 100-200 YOUTHS TOOK 
PART IN THE DEMONSTRATION WHICH WAS BROKEN UP WITH TEAR 
GAS BUT NO SHOTS. ACCORDING TO ONE NEWSPAPER, SLOGANS 
CHANTED BY THE STUDENTS INCLUDED "CHILE YES; YANKEES NO." 

2. TEAR GAS WAFTED THROUGH THE STREETS OF THE CAPITAL 
AGAIN ON THE MORNING OF SEPT. 16 WHEN THE POLICE BROKE UP 

A DEMONSTRATION IN FRONT OF THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE PROTESTING 
THE HIGH COST AND ALLEGED POOR QUALITY OF BEEF. THE PRESS 
REPORTED THAT 500 BUTCHERS AND BEEF DISTRIBUTORS, ACCOMPANIED 
BY AEU LEADERS, SALLIED FORTH FROM AEU HEADQUARTERS SHOUTING 
"DOWN WITH (MINISTER OF ECONOMICS) MOLINA MENCOS" AND "THE 
PEOPLE ARE HUNGRY." REPRESENTATIVES OF THE BUTCHERS' 

UNION AND THE AEU WERE PERMITTED TO ENTER THE PALACE TO 
PRESENT A LETTER DEMANDING THAT MEAT EXPORTS BE PROHIBITED 
FOR THE REMAINDER OF 1973. THE DEMONSTRATORS CHARGED THAT 
THE NATION’S PRINCIPAL MEAT PACKERS AND WHOLESALERS, IN 
COLLUSION WITH THE CATTLE RAISERS, ARE EXPORTING HIGH 
QUALITY BEEF IN EXCESS OF THEIR CONTRACTS, RESULTING IN 
HIGH COST AND LOW QUALITY BEEF FOR GUATEMALAN CONSUMERS. 

3. THE POLICE EMPLOYED TEAR GAS AGAIN SEPT. 17 TO 
DISPERSE A BUTCHERS' DEMONSTRATION IN FRONT OF CONGRESS. 

THE 200-MEMBER BEEF DISTRIBUTORS UNION AND THE BUTCHERS 
UNION, WHICH CLAIMS 4,000 MEMBERS, DECLARED THEY WOULD 
KEEP BEEF OFF THE MARKET AND KEEP THE BUTCHER SHOPS 
CLOSED UNTIL THE WHOLESALE PRICE OF BEEF, PRESENTLY 

AT ABOUT $.47 PER LB., DROPS TO $.35. NEARLY ALL MEAT 
STALLS IN THE CAPITAL MARKETS HAVE BEEN SHUT SINCE SATURDAY, 
BUT MOST SUPERMARKETS APPEAR TO BE UNAFFECTED BY THE ACTION. 
THE STRIKE SO FAR IS CONFINED PRIMARILY TO THE CAPITAL BUT 
THERE ARE REPORTS THAT SOME BUTCHERS HAVE CLOSED IN OTHER 
MAJOR TOWNS. 

4. COMMENT: THE AEU'S "LIBERTY MARCH" AND THE STUDENTS' 

SUPPORT OF THE BUTCHERS’ PROTEST ARE CONSISTENT WITH THE 
AEU’S HISTORY OF INVOLVEMENT IN ISSUES WHICH CAN BE 
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EXPLOITED AT THE EXPENSE OF THE GOVERNMENT. THE BUTCHERS' 
ACTION IS THE MOST RECENT AND BEST ORGANIZED IN A SERIES 
OF ANTI-INFLATION PROTESTS BY BAKERS, COBBLERS, SUGAR 
PRODUCERS AND OTHERS. SOME WOMENS' ASSOCIATIONS EVEN HAVE 
THREATENED TO TAKE TO THE STREETS IN A "MARCH OF EMPTY 
POTS" MODELED ON THEIR CHILEAN SISTERS' DEMONSTRATIONS. 

THE MINISTRY OF ECONOMICS' CONSISTENT REPLY TO ALL THESE 
COMPLAINTS HAS BEEN THAT INFLATION IN GUATEMALA IS THE 
EEEEEEEE 
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